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BETTER RESEARCH ● BETTER EDUCATIONS ● BETTER DATA  IN THIS ISSUE 

Welcome to the new and improved 
Twister. Because of some new interest, 
and new programs with MEREO, The 
Twister will be a quarterly newsletter. In 
each issue there will be class Schedules, 
Info on our New Classes, and our 
Fundraiser Programs. In addition to the 
information on what we are doing there 
is also a section at the end of this 
newsletter on how you can be able to 
help. We are not able to do any of this 
without you. 

Why the new Times? 
 
The new Times are because of the new 
programs starting in MEREO are taking 
up the time that was for creating the 
newsletter. Each newsletter is written 
and assembled by the President of 
MEREO as an additional way to get the 
information out to the public. Other 
sections of the newsletter are written by 
other members of MEREO, and then put 
in to this newsletter form by the 
President.  
 
 

Why the New Look? 
 
Since we changed the new times for the 
newsletter we decided to change the 
look as well. This new newsletter will 
showcase many stories in it, but all are 
as informative as the next. This new 
layout will allow us at MEREO to inform 
you with all the information you need to 
keep up to date on what new projects, 
classes, and opportunities MEREO has 
to offer.  
 

Final Welcome 
 
I would like to thank you for taking the 
time to read our newsletter, and I hope 
that this information that we talk about 
encourages you to help in our mission to 
prepare every family in the United 
States for all types of severe weather. 
This organization cannot operate 
without your help.  

 

Ham Radio Class 
Our Ham Radio Technician Class is our 2nd most popular 
class. This course helps walk you through the 
information of the Technician material to get your Ham 
Radio License. 
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Fundraising Goal 
Our company cannot run without your help. Both in 
hours and funds. Our new goal is $500,000. Please see 
how you can be able to help us reach our goal. 
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New Look & Times 
by Christopher Schroeder 
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Have you ever wanted more detailed 
weather reports on your phone? Do you not 
have a new fancy smartphone to get your 
warnings sent to you digitally? Is your house 
too far out of a city to reach a NWS Warning 
Tower?  

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then Weather Call is the service 
for you. This service is ranked as one of the 
top weather warning services in the united 
states. With this state of the art 24/7 
monitoring, Weather Call uses the new GIS 
System which maps the physical address to a 
map system to ONLY warn you when your 
house is in the warning. This system is 
different than the NWS due to the NWS 
system operates by Counties. This can be a 
problem because if you are like MEREO’s 
Base, we are located near the border of 
Elbert County, and El-Paso County. Since 
Elbert County is so big, if a Severe 
Thunderstorm Warning is issued for Kiowa, 
CO, Simla is also warned even if the storm is 
going away from Simla. 

How can I receive Weather Call? 
 

That is the Easiest question to answer. 
Simply go to http://www.wcsyslp.com/mreo. 
This is a special link as well because MEREO 
and Weather Call have partnered together so 
when you purchase a Weather Call 1 Year 
subscription for $9.95 a year, $5 is donated to 
MEREO’s Education program. In addition to 
the $5 for your first sign up, Weather Call will 
donate $1 every year after your first to 
MEREO.  

I’m not always home, can I get 
this service? 

Yes, you are able to get 3 phone numbers 
with the weather call system. In addition to 
this home service they also provide a 
Weather Call to Go. For $11.95 a year it 

follows your smartphones GPS to give you 
warnings where you are. This also follows the 
$5 Donation Program as well. 

It is hard to Hear, can I read the 
warnings? 

 
Yes, Weather Call provides either Text 
Messaging (SMS) or E-mail Services with 
both of the options. 
 
We at MEREO hope that the next time you 
choose a warning service for your weather 
alerts you choose our friends at Weather Call. 

 

 

 

If you are a part of ARES, or are just 
interested in learning more about Incident 
Command Systems from FEMA MEREO can 
help. Our ICS Classes are FEMA Certified, 
and go through a step by step learning over 
the FEMA Material. We currently teach ICS 
100, 200, 700, and 800. Our Instructors for 
this class are Certified from FEMA to teach 
these classes. At the end of each section we 
help you with the FEMA Exam for your 
Certificate. 

Unlike most of our weather classes this 
course is a group course. All classes from 
MEREO are open public classes, but our Ham 
Radio Technician Class, and our FEMA 
Classes are also a part of our group teaching 

classes. This means we come to your team, 
or group to teach a private class.  

For all of our free public classes please visit 
our website www.mereowx.org to sign up for 
the next course. These courses are only 
taught in Colorado Springs, Fountain, and 
Monument at this time.  

If you are interested in a Group class please 
email c.schroeder@mereowx.org to set up a 
date and time for the courses. The class price 
depends of the location and distance from 
Colorado Springs. 

 

  

Weather Alerts 
by Christopher Schroeder 

FEMA ICS Courses 
by Christopher Schroeder 

ICS Classes are taught using the 
Standards from FEMA, by a certified 
FEMA instructor on how Incident 
Command Systems operate during a 
disaster.  

http://www.wcsyslp.com/mreo
http://www.mereowx.org/
mailto:c.schroeder@mereowx.org
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Ham Radio Teachings 
All of our current Ham Radio Classes are in person 
courses, and are held in Colorado Springs, CO. MEREO 
Staff are currently working on expanding our courses to 
other locations, and to provide and online class. 

 

FAST FACTS 

 

 Ham Radio is not a dying art, and is 
actually is more popular now than in 
the 1980’s 

 Ham Radio is a fun, yet informative 
hobby for all ages. 

 The only requirement to age for Ham 
Radio is that you can read and write.  

 Ham Radio is no longer “your 
grandfathers” radio. There is no 
longer a Morse Code Requirement, 
and Digital Radio is now a Highly 
Popular addition to Ham Radio. 

 

 

 

CQ, CQ, CQ, this is Kilo Delta Zero Uniform 
Quebec India calling CQ, CQ, CQ. 

Now I know that you may not understand a 
word I said there, but let me break it down 
for you. In this Article not only will I break 
down what in the world I just said, but I will 
demonstrate how Ham Radio is used in 
today’s world of Technology. I will also take 
some time to explain how Ham Radio paved 
the way for today’s Technology. 

What Is Ham Radio? 
 
Ham Radio is the common name for Amateur 
Radio. Ham Radio started in 1873 by a man 
named James Clerk Maxwell. He presented 
his theory that you can use an electrometric 
field to transmit a change in noise (Or Morse 
Code) Through the Air. In 1901 Guglielmo 
Marconi communicated across the Atlantic 
Ocean using a giant antenna ad a high 
powered radio. After 1901 it became a huge 
race to see who could go the farthest to talk 
around the world. Due to this heightened 
popularity, and new technology, Congress 
approved the Radio Act of 1912 to minimize 
the interference caused by these “Amateurs” 
on the government Frequencies. In this Radio 
Act, The US Government limited Amateur 
Radio operators to 1 wave length of 200 
meters. In 1914 the American Radio Relay 
League was founded by Hiram Percy Maxim. 
The ARRL (Now known as the Amateur Radio 
Relay League) Worked with the US 
Government with their plan to send more 
reliable contacts by making the Amateur 
Radio operators more organized. By doing so 
this nearly eliminated the interference in the 
US Government radios, and more bands 
were given to the Ham Radio communities.  
 
Today Ham Radio operators can use Morse 
Code, Voice, and Digital operations on 20 
bands across the radio spectrum. Even 
though Morse Code is no longer a 
requirement in the Ham Radio World, it is 
still widely used across the world. Phone 
(Voice) communication is the most popular in 
the ham radio world. It is no different than 
your cell phone. In your cell phone you talk 
into a microphone. The phone then converts 
the audio of your voice to an electromagnetic 
signal. This signal is then powered by a 
transmitter to a cell tower. This signal is then 
amplified 100 times the power and repeated 
to another cell tower which then sends the 

signal to the other phone. Then it changes 
the electromagnetic signal to an audio signal, 
and repeats it nearly perfectly in the other 
person’s phone.  
 
It is a confusing process for your phone to 
work when you look at it that way, but in 
reality that is a smaller version, and more 
specified ham radio. In fact, if it were not for 
Ham Radio, and the thousands of people in 
the Ham Radio community your cell phone 
my not be the same. Ham Radio is also a 
huge part in the creation of WiFi, two way 
radios, FM Stereos, TV stations, and also GPS 
Systems.  
 

Why should I use ham radio? 
 
As is any hobby, Ham Radio is not for 
everyone. Nor is it the same for every person 
that uses ham radios. As stated before there 
are three types of Radio Transmissions. 
 
For the people who love the “good ol’ days” 
CW is for you. CW (Morse Code) is very 
simple. Just like they used during the time 
when the Titanic sank, CW is a great way to 
talk to others in other countries using as little 
power as possible. Using the Morse Code 
system of dots and dashes, you can talk all 
over the world. Some people are so good at 
this they can talk and listen to those fast dots 
and dashes at 15 words per minute. Some are 
even faster.  
 
For people who are not really interested in 
learning a new language, Phone is for you. 
Imagine talking to a man in South Brazil 
(Near Rio) from a car in Colorado Springs. 
With phone you can do that and more. The 
most common use of Phone is local 
communications. This is used on 2 popular 
bands to talk with people in your city, and 
even in your state. The most common 
scenario with this today is Emergency 
Communications. When all else fails use Ham 
Radio. This is not an extreme prepper idea, 
but a tool that is used almost monthly by 
members of the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services (ARES). In Colorado Springs there 
were two big fires a few years ago. The 
Waldo Canyon, and Black Forest Fire. In both 
of these fires, the members of ARES 
partnered with local law enforcement, and 
local fire departments to get 
communications in areas that their 
equipment was not able to go. ARES also set 

Ham Radio Technician Class 
by Christopher Schroeder 
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up radios in American Red Cross Shelters to 
get phone calls to loved ones in other states 
by using radios to go around the Cell Phone 
Tower congestion.  
 
The final part of transmission is Digital. This 
system is a 21st century style of Morse Code. 
Instead of taking 10 minutes to send a 
paragraph the Digital system can send that in 
10 seconds. Imagine using the radios to 
transmit this newsletter to friends and family 
in less time than it takes to brew a cup of 
coffee.  
 

What was that weird language you 
spoke in the beginning? 

 
It may look confusing, but most of that is 
short hand. Short hand like that was made 
back when CW was used all over. It took 
words, or phrases and made a short cut so 

they could send messages faster. The CQ is 
short hand for Calling all Stations. This is 
used to get the attention of any station to 
talk with them. The rest of that is Phonetics 
of the alphabet. Like A is Alpha, B is Bravo, C 
is Charlie, D Is Delta. Just like what you hear 
in the movies when the infantry is calling for 
back up, or when they call to report their 
position. Phonetics makes sure that the 
other person can copy down the information 
the first time. Kilo Delta Zero Uniform 
Quebec India is my Call Sign, KD0UQI. Call 
Signs are just like handles in CB, except Call 
Signs are given to you by the FCC to show 
that you are licensed.  

 

How do I get my Ham Radio 
License? 

 
All you need to get into the Ham Radio world 
is to pass a test showing you know the rules, 

and how the radios work, and $15 for the 
test. MEREO also teaches a full Ham Radio 
Technician Class. This class is a 3-day course 
with the FCC Test given on day 3. This course 
is a $40 class. This course fee includes the 
Ham Radio Schools Book, The FCC Test Fee, 
and the Handouts given to you during the 
class.  
 
MEREO’s Next class will be held in February 
2016. Please Visit www.mereowx.org to sign 
up for this next class. This class has a 
tendency to fill up very quickly, and we 
recommend you to sign up early.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Storm Chasing 2015 
Photos 
by MEREO’s Research Teams 

Flooding in Ohio 

Sunset on June 4th 2015, Colo. Springs, CO 

By: Christopher Schroeder 

Super-Cell Structure, Burlington, CO 

By: Christopher Schroeder 

Super-Cell Starting, I-70 KS & CO Border 

By: Christopher Schroeder May Snow Storm, Calhan, CO 

By: Christopher Schroeder 

Simla Tornado, Simla, CO 

By: Daniel Rode 

http://www.mereowx.org/
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You may have noticed the WRN Logo, 
like the one above, on our website, 
Emails, and Flyers. This is a symbol from 
the Nation Weather Service that shows 
MEREO is a part of NWS Weather Ready 
Nation. This is a program that only takes 
in participants that are doing their part 
in making this nation Weather Ready.  

Why did MEREO get WRN? 
 
MEREO Received WRN because of its 
Classes. All of MEREO’s Classes are 
designed to teach the population of the 
US how to prepare for, and survive from 
Large Storms. MEREO put in its 
application for WRN in May of 2015. In 
June MEREO was approved.  
 

Why is this important? 
 
With this WRN Status there are some 
Guidelines to follow to make sure our 
classes meet the NWS Standard. With 
this standard this means all of MEREO’s 
Classes are WRN Approved, and 
certified information. Our courses also 
fit the mission to provide the nation of 
the US with open classes and easy to 
learn information.  
 
With WRN this also means we at MEREO 
are WRN Ambassadors. With the 
Ambassador status we at MEREO Strive 
to not only have our classes informative, 
but also our lives. Each member of 
MEREO’s Instructor staff has a Minimum 
of Advanced Spotter Training by the 
NWS. This is required to insure that all 
the staff have the abilities to answer 
weather and preparedness questions 

outside of the presentations, and 
outside of the classrooms.  
 

How does WRN Help me? 
 
As a WRN Organization, our mission 
lines up with that of the NWS WRN 
Program. This means all of our 
programs, and classes are dedicated to 
making the information easily accessible 
and easy to understand.  In addition, 
most of our programs also provide home 
check sheets, and home packets for you 
to use in your personal Life. 
 

How can I benefit from your WRN? 
 
You can take any of our in-person 
classes in the cities of Colorado Springs, 
Monument, Fountain, Calhan, Simla, 
and Limon, CO. These classes are all 
Free to the public (Except our Ham 
Radio Technician Course). For our class 
times and Locations please visit 
www.mereowx.org under the 
Educations tab.  
 
Also in MEREO we are working on 
building a few of our classes to be Online 
courses. These courses will have a video 
library, and exams to track your progress 
in each section. Our target for this 
Online Classroom is March 1st 2016. If 
you are interested in receiving an e-mail 
for when the Online will be posted 
please email c.schroeder@mereowx.org 
with the subject line of Online Courses. 
 
MEREO is dedicated to teaching more 
people in more locations. If you are 
willing to be an instructor please email 
c.schroeder@mereowx.org and sign up 
for our Instructors staff. Each instructor 
is set up with 1-2 classes and their slides 
for their locations. Instructors can set up 
their own teaching schedules and 
teaching locations.  

 

UP COMING EVENTS 

 

Winter Weather Classes 
Our Winter Weather Preparedness courses are fast 
approaching, as is the Winter Snow. Please visit 
www.mereowx.org to locate the next location and time 
for the next class. This is a free course, and is normally 
held on a Saturday. 

 

FEMA ICS Classes 
If you are a part of ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services) or are interested in receiving your Incident 
Command System courses from FEMA, we can help. 
With a Certified FEMA Instructor MEREO teaches ICS 
100, 200, 700 & 800 at this time. Please Visit 
www.mereowx.org for more information on these 
classes. 

 

Ham Radio Technician Class 
This is our only course that has a cost. At $40 you can 
take MEREO’s Step by Step Course to learn the material 
for your Ham Radio License. This course cost includes 
the Ham Radio Technician book from 
Hamradioschool.com, the FCC Technician Exam, ARRL 
Handouts, and MEREO Information Handouts to help 
with your course. Our course is 3 Saturdays long, with 
the next course in February. Please sign up for our next 
course at www.mereowx.org.  

  

Weather Ready Nation 
by Christopher Schroeder 

http://www.mereowx.org/
mailto:c.schroeder@mereowx.org
mailto:c.schroeder@mereowx.org
http://www.mereowx.org/
http://www.mereowx.org/
http://www.mereowx.org/
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There are many ways to help MEREO. 
Our most popular choice is helping in 
our fundraising goal. Other ways are 
Volunteering as an Instructor, 
Fundraiser, or Research Team 
Department.  

Fundraising Goal 
 
MEREO is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization. This means MEREO makes 
no profit from any of its classes. All the 
finances for MEREO come from 
Donations. Starting on October 1st 
MEREO launched its largest fundraising 
goal to date. With a $500,000 goal 
MEREO would be able to run for 2 years 
on all of its Teaching Programs and its 
Research teams. As of November 1st 
MEREO has raised $20 towards this 
goal. We need your help to reach this 
goal to get MEREO Fully up and running. 
To help with this goal please visit 
www.mereowx.org and on the bottom 
of any page please select Donate to 
donate a Tax Deductible donation. 
 

Volunteers 
 
Our other area of help can be done by 
volunteering for one of MEREO’s 
Positions. Our biggest position where 
we need volunteers is in our Fundraiser 
department. Our volunteers here go 
Door to Door, Visit with companies, or 
man a booth at a local store (i.e. 
Walmart, Safeway, Target, Etc.). These 
volunteers will go through an online 
training, and then will be allowed to 
collect money for MEREO.  
 
Our other Volunteers can be in other 
positions, such as in our Research teams 
who chase storms under the MEREO 
logo.  
 
The other big position for our Volunteers 
is our Instructors position. If you have 
any weather background, or are 
someone who enjoys teaching either 
children, or adults, we have a Volunteer 
position for you too. If you would like to 
become a Volunteer for MEREO’s 

Instructor teams please e-mail 
c.schroeder@mereowx.org to get 
signed up for the first ever online 
Instructor course. After going through 
this course you will be a MEREO 
Volunteer Instructor. You will then be 
taught 1-3 courses that you can then 
teach in your community to the public. 
Each course has premade slides and 
notes for instructors, a course syllabus, 
and a fillable flyer to use to advertise 
your course. Each instructor has the 
ability to set their schedule and classes. 
MEREO will also host the sign up list for 
the course. If you do not have much 
experience with weather that is ok, 
MEREO will provide weather training as 
well to become an instructor. 
 

Can I help in other ways? 
 
There are many other ways you can help 
with MEREO, with either donation of 
Equipment, or other projects throughout 
the year. Please visit www.mereowx.org 
for more ways to help.
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How to Help MEREO 

http://www.mereowx.org/
mailto:c.schroeder@mereowx.org
http://www.mereowx.org/

